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Advertiſement. 


TH E ſubſtance of theſe Letters was actually written, 

as the title ſets forth, from a Father to his Son, a young 
man, who ſeemed in danger of being drawn away by the 
Hecious arguments of deſigning men. And as it is very 
poſſible there may be many others in the ſame ſituation, liable 
to be miſled by evil adviſers, and whoſe Fathers or Friends 
may wiſh to give them the ſame caution, the Author thought 
it expedient to publiſh his thoughts upon this ſubject. He 
does not ſuppoſe that any thing he can ſay will have weight 
with thoſe who are already eſtabliſhed in dangerous and er- 
roneous principles; but if he ſhould be a means of guarding 
one unwary youth from falling into a dangerous ſuare, he 
will think kimſelf amply repaid for the trouble he has taken. 


At the firſt view, it will appear evident, theſe Leiters 
are intended only for the peruſal of thoſe who believe in 
Divine Revelation, and profeſſedly at leaſt, the grand ſun- 
damental doctrines of the Goſpel. But ſhould they acci- 
dentally fall into the hands of thoſe who deny the Scripture 
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altogether, or 20hich amounts nearly to the ſame, why Ja. 
s Sour lo explain away all the great Truths contained therein: 
namely, ſuch as talk of the Dignity of Human Nature — 
the Rectitude of the Will—the alk-ſufficiency of Human 
5 85 Reaſon to judge for ourſelves, both. of Religion, and tle 
Government of the World : who ſpeak as if Man was bor 
into the world pure, as Adam was when he came firfi out 
of the hands of his Creator, whoſe Soul they compare 10 g 
Sheet of white paper, juſt as liable to take good, as bad, in. 
| prefſions : T ſay, ſhould they fall into the hands of any ſuck 
modern philoſophizing corrupt adviſers ; they need not ſpend 
their time in peruſing them. They will find nothing lere 
10 their taſte, nothing deſignedly at leaſt, that tends to ſet 
aide the government of God Himſelf, or the real Peaceabl 
Juſt government of Aer. 


Ir would anſwer no great purpoſe, for the Writer o 
theſe Letters to prefix his name.—1f the arguments and res- 
ſoning be juſt, they need no ſupport ; and if they are founded 
on error and falſhood, the name of an obſcure Farmer wil 
not give them any conſequence, 
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SERIOUS ADDRESS, &c. 


Dear GEOROE 


HE more frequently you write, the better. It al- 
ways gives me pleaſure to hear from you; but I am 
compelled to ſay, your laſt Letter gave me uncaſineſs; as 
I fear you have got acquainted with ſome of thoſe miſerable 
diſturbers of Mankind, who are unhappy themſelves, and as 
far as in'their power, labor to make others around them mi- 


ſerable too. — I truſt, however, your young mind is not yet 
ſo far warped by the ſeducing converſation of ſuch perſons, 
but that you have ſtill a conſcience, and ſome fear of God 
left; and that you will carefully attend to the advice of an 
affectionate parent, while I point out to you the fatal ef- 
fects of thoſe pernicious doctrines, which are, at preſent, 

ſo induſtriouſly propagated through the world. . 
You have always been taught to believe the Scriptures to 
be the word of God ; that they contain a ſufficient rule, 
and the only rule, for our faith and practice. I hope you 
are ſtill like minded. Let me then beg of you to examine 
this book carefully over, and ſay, if from one end to the o- 
ther, you can find any thing, that in the leaſtgives counte- 
nance to thoſe dangerous notions of Man's Independence— 
the Rights of Man—Liberty and Equality, &c.—but rather 
ON 
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on the contrary, doctrines diametrically oppoſite thereto.— 
The firſt grand doctrine of the Goſpel, and which indeed 
is the foundation of all true religion, is, “the fallen ſtate 
of man.“ This truth firmly and practically believed, 
will effectually counteract that proud, haughty ſpirit, 
Which is the foundation of republicaniſm.—This humbling 
doctrine, © teaching us to think ſoberly and lowly of our. 
ſelves, as we ought to think,“ is as contrary to the modern 
levelling fpirit, as light is to darkneſs.— 

But you ſay, Are there not ſome who are zealous defend. 
ers of chriſtianity, who proceſs to believe all the great truths 
of the Goſpel ; nay, who ſtand up to preach this everlaſt- 
ing Goſpel, and yet are warm defenders of the rights of 
man?“ This is a melancholy truth indeed; but it only 
ſhews that there are falſe profeſſors, yes, and falſe Prophets 
too, now amongſt us, as well as in the days of the Apoſ- 
tles. I can only ſay, that if theſe men ever had the 
light of the Goſpel, their light is now become darkneſs; 
and it is much to be feared their ſtate may fairly be repre- 
ſented by that of the unhappy being in the Goſpel, who, 
after having been cleanſed from an evil ſpirit, afterwards 
took to himſelf ſeven other ſpirits more wicked than him- 
elf, and his laſt ſtate was worſe than the firſt. —We may 
lament over ſuch men, and fav, better, far better had it lier 
for them never io have known the way of rightenuſneſs, than after 
they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment d-livered 
unto them; to join in league with the grand Enemy of man— 
kind, whoſe great buſineſs is to diftreſs, if he cannot de- 
ſtroy, the children of men !—Happy indeed had it been for 
theſe men if they had never breathed the vital air; orifa 
m1ll-ſtone had been hung about their neck and they calt 
into the Sea, before they had drank of this ſpirit of the 
great deſtroyer.— For he that knows his Lord's Will, and 
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runs counter thereto, ſhall be beaten with many ftripes. 
Abominable and wicked as is the generality of the French 
Nation at preſent, and ſurely * Charity herſelf muſt grant, 
that vile they are,” yet I ſay, however avandoned, they are 
at leaſt, hone// men compared with theſe amongſt us, who 
make a profeſſion of religion, and yet are endeavouring to 
overturn all rule and all authority. 

The French openly and avowedly deny their belief of 
Revelation, and even of GOD Himſelf. The two grand 
points they aim at, are, firſt, to baniſh from the earth eve- 
ry idea of religion, and morality ; and fecondly, to over- 
turn all Government, and bring mankind, in a moral ſenſe, 
to the ſame ſtate it was two thouſand years ago. And, it 
muſt be confefled, they have done more in a few years to- 
wards the extirpation of Chriſtianity, than any other perſe- 
cution under the moſt inveterate Heathens. But I ſay, they 
do it boldly and without diſguiſe : whereas our miſerable 
ſeditious countrymen are ſecretly undermining both Reli- 
gion and Government; while they cover themſelves with 
the cloke of Chriſtianity, and may truly. be ſaid to murder 
the Author thereof, in the houſe of his friends. When I con- 
ſider the awful ſtate that awaits theſe unhappy wretches 
hereafter, my face turns pale, and my pen is ready to fall 
from my fingers with fear and trembling; and if “ my 
tears could waſh away their guilt and bring them to repen- 
tance,” I could wiſh that“ my head were waters, and mine 
eyes a fountain of tears,” Their doom muſt be more dread- 
ful than the wretched inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah. 
If the Bible be true, it is as impoſſible for thoſe ſeditious 
ſpirits, who are endeavouring to overthrow all government, 
living and dying in this ſlate, to go to Heaven, as it is for one 
of the fallen ſpirits, now in chains of darkneſs, to be again 
tranſlated into thoſe happy regions, I fay, living and dying 
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in this ſtate:— for I dare not limit the mercy of the Mog 


are purified in the grave) Heaven itſelf could be no heaven 


not be that every one ſhould think alike, I have no more right to 
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High :—they may {till ſee their error and turn to GOD, 
For : : 
While the lamp (of life) holds out to burn, 
4 The vileſt ſinner may return.” 
But I ftill ſay, dying in this ſtate of rebellion, they muſt be 
miſerable®, for Rebellion is as the fin of Witchcraft“ 
Were it even poſſible that any of thoſe could /teal into He. 
den; (unleſs we believe the long exploded doctrine of pur. 
gatory, and that their proud arrogant independant ſpirit 


to them; for we are taught to believe that there is a govern- 
ment 


* I ſtill hope and believe there are many honeſt ſincere people, 
who from the prejudice of education, or their warm friend{hip and 
attac hment to perſons of the deſcription now under conſideration 
have been led in ſome meaſure to imbibe their pernicious notions, 
without ſeriouſly weighing the evil conſequence thereof, — Of 
many of thoſe I truſt it may be ſaid; Their heart is better than 
their underſtanding, and that they will not at leaſt be joined with 
thoſe who fin againſt light and knowledge. I ſays of ſuch[ 
hope better things, and things that accompany Salvation, though 
I thus ſpeak.” - As in Religion there are ten thouſand non-eſſen- 
tial matters, in which people may agree to differ :—ſo in the al. 
fairs of Government and Politics, there are many things of ſinall 
moment, in which parties will differ; and it is much to be lament- 
ed, that ſuch violent debates and controverſy have been uſed on 
thoſe occaſions. In the preſent ſtate of man's imperfection, it can- 


blame another for thinking different from me, than he has to blame 
me for not implicitly joining with him in all his views. —I no 
more expect to find every man of the ſame opinion either in religi- 
on or politics, than that I ſhould ſee them all of the ſame ſtature, 
the ſame colour of their hair, or the form of their viſage. But 
there certainly are ſome ęſential doctrines in religion, which I mul 
believe and obey, or be miſerable for ever. There are alſo ſome el- 
ſential points in politics, and the government of every Kingdom, 
which muſt be attended to; and he that offends wilfully againſt thelc 
fundamental doctrines, calculated for the peace and happineſs of the 
world, there is no breach of charity in applying to him all the au fal 
threatnings in the Scripture, levelled againſt proud rebellious 
mortals. | | | 
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ment there alſo; and it was for reſiſting this government, 
that the great rebel ſpirit, ** Lucifer, ſon of the morning,” 
with one third of the angels of heaven, was huried down 
from thoſe bleſſed ſeats above, to the nethermoſt pit of hell, 
there to be tormented for ever and ever. And there is no 
doubt, had the reſtleſs ſeditious ſpirits of our day, been at 
that time inhabitants of the ſame bleſſed place, but they 
would have joined in the rebellion, and ſuffered the ſame 
condemnation, Milton very beautifully, but very awful- 
ly, draws the picture of mind theſe unhappy ſpirits feel, 
znd the true ſpirit of independence, when he makes the great 
arch-enemy of GOD and of Man ſay, ** Better to rule in 
Hell than obey in Heaven.” —Alas ! this ſpirit of Independ- 
ence, ſo much talked of and ſought after at preſent, 1s as 
contrary to true real Liberty, as Heatheniſm is to Chriſtia- 
nity.— | | : 

If any of thoſe ſeditious, levelling people, offer to talk 
with you on political ſubjects, ſay nothing to them : leſt 
they enſnare you with their ſophiſtical reaſoning. Many 
wiſer and more experienced men than either you or J, have 
been entangled by their wiles; and their peace of mind, and 
happineſs, both here and hereafter, deſtroyed. If poſſible, 
flee from the company of ſuch men, as from the face of a 
Serpent; and ſay, within yourſelf, „My ſoul, come not : 
thou into their ſecret; to their aſſembly, mine honor, be 
not thou united; for in their anger they flew a man, &c.— 
Curſed be their anger, for it was fierce; and their wrath for 
u was cruel.” — oy 


| if a poor unhappy man be convey'd to the gallows for 
fealing a horſe, or ſheep, when perhaps the urgent ne- 
cellity of a ſtarving family almoſt compell'd him to the 
latter: If poor J R gow hangs in chains by the 
tide of our Common, for having robbed a fellow mortal 
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of a few guineas, and in the ſtruggle, to ſave himſelf from 
being detected, committed murder in the dreadful conteſt, 
though without the leaſt malice, or ill-will to the perſon 
ſo murdered; and till that moment would have ſhuddereq 
at ſo horrid a deed: Or, if our Laws have determined a fill 
more ignominious death on his brother ſufferer, by giving 
his body to be diſſected: I fay, if ſuch criminals as theſe 
have ſuch ignominy and contempt ſhewn to them for the 
murder of one ſingle perſon, —what puniſhment can theſ 
deſerve, who in cool blood, and by the moſt artful, def igning 
means, are projecting the moſt horrid cruelties, and props- 
gating the moſt diabolical falſehoods, in order to ſpread war 
and devaſtation through the world, ſending thouſands upon 
thouſands of poor unhappy creatures unprepared to an awful 
eternity :—and reducing millions of innocent women and 
children from a comfortable and opulent ſituation, into the 
moſt abject ſtate of diſtreſs and miſery :I ſay, what crime 
can be equal to this ?—All human puniſhment falls inf- 
nitely ſhort of ſuch demerit: and if there be different de- 
grees of puniſhment for thoſe miſerable ſpirits, who are 
conſigned to that dreadful place, where 

Hope never comes, that comes to all, 

«« But miſery without end, 
the hotteſt place, ſurely, muſt be the portion of thoſe, 
with their elder brethren, the rebel angels. —Oh ! how un- 
like that bleſſed Maſter they pretend to ſerve, that * lover 
of concord—Prince of Peace, the meek and lamb-like Son 
of Gop.” —He himſelf deſcribes the doom of ſuch fpirits at 
the Day of Judgement. Many will ſay at that day, Lora, 
Lord, have we not prophefied in thy Name, and in thy Name pate 
cafi out Devils; and in thy Name done many wonder ful works ? 
But the Judge will anſwer : I knewyou not: Depart fron mi 
ye workers of 2 iniquiy. 


Read 
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Read over the Word of Gop, and ſee what puniſhments 
have been inflicted upon thoſe rebellious mortals, very of- 
ten, even in this life, Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, in the 
wilderneſs, are ſet forth as an example to all ſucceeding 
ages. Theſe, like ſome of our modern'diſcontented rebels, 
ſcrupled not openly to rail at their lawful Governors, ſaying, 
« ye take too much upon you, ye ſons of Levi; will ye 
put out the eyes of theſe men? we will not obey you.“ 
GOD himſelf in this caſe, made © a new thing in the 
earth,” and ſent theſe murmurers quick into the pit !— 

I need not point out to you the numberleſs inſtances in the 
ſcriptures, where this haughty independent ſpirit has ſhewn 
itſelf, There were ſome in the days of David, who diſ- 
dained all controul, and would ſay, “Our tongues are our 
own; we will ſpeak, who is Lord over us? Not ſo Da- 
vid himſelf; for tho? unjuſtly perſecuted by a wicked King, 
who was continually ſeeking bis life; yet when he had it in 
his power to rid himſelf of his perſecutor, cried ou. God 
* forbid that I ſhould ſtretch out my hand againſt 0 
Lord's anointed.” 


The New-Teſtament, throughout, ſhews us our duty, in 
this reſpect, beyond all probability of doubt. Indeed the 
whole genius and ſpirit of the Goſpel is calculated to give 
Peace on Earth, Good will to Man.“ That true humili- 
ty, the foundation of every Chriſtian virtue, which teaches 
us to think lowly of ourſelves, as we ought to think, and not 
to ſpeak evil of the things that we know not; will teach 
us willingly to render to all their dues, tribute to whom tribute. 
is due, honour to whom honour, fear to whom fear.” Our bleſſed 
Redeemer himſelf, while upon Earth, gave us a ſtriking Ex- 
ample of Duty to Governors? For tho? HE of all men had a 
right to be exempt from tribute; yet rather than give offence 
do azy, wrought a miracle to enable him to pay what was 
B 2 demanded 
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demanded of him; thus rendering to Czſar the things that 
are Ceſar” 8. | 


Saint Pavl i in all his writings ſtrongly enforces obedience 
to Governors, — The thirteenth chapter of his epiſtle to the 
Romans, is full to the point. St. Peter, in both his Epiſ. 
tles, inculcates this doQtrine : and in the ſtrongeſt language, 
condemns thoſe turbulent ſpirits, who walk after their own 
will and deſpiſe Government, He adds, they are not a- 
fraid to ſpeak evil of Dignities ; whereas Angels, which 
are greater in power and might, bring not railing accuſa- 
tion againſt them before the Lord; but theſe, as natural 
brute beaſts made to be taken and deſtroyed, ſpeak evil of 
the things that they underſtand not, and ſhall h pe- 
riſh in their own corruption.“ | | 


And St. Jude, in his ſhort Epiſtle to the Chriftian Chur- 
ches in general, ſeems to have the dreadful ſtate of theſe 
men in view, and concludes the black catalogue of their fins, 
with deſpiſing of government, and ſpeaking evil of dignities; 
whereas Michael the Arch-angel, when contending with 


the Devil, durſt not bring a railing accuſation againſt him, 


but ſaid, „the Lord rebuke thee.''—Let me recommend 


to you to read carefully over theſe two Epiſtles, with the 


other referred to, and then ſay, what language is ſufficient 
to paint the awful ſtate. of thoſe wretches, who profeſs to 
believe this, as the infallible truth of GOD ; and yet are 
endeavouring to ſtir up ſtrife and ſedition amongſt the peace- 


able inhabitants of this land of Liberty and Happineſs 


Oh ! ye Hy pocrites; ye brood of vipers, how can ye eſcape 
the damnation of Hell ! But thus it was from the beginning, 
and ſo it is now, thoſe reſtleſs turbulent ſpirits whole 
& "Tongues are ſet on fire of Hell,“ have ever perſecuted 
thoſe peaceable people who wiſh to live quietly in the land. 


That great truth, .** The world will love its own,“ is con- 
bath 
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ftantly confirmed. You ſee how ready they are to excuſe 
2nd cover the moſt atrocious crimes, of the moſt abandoned 
of the human race. It was juſt ſo of old; even the Saviour 
of Mankind, whoſe whole employ was,:going about Doing | 
Good, even he was condemned to death ; and a x 
ſeditious murderer, preferred before him! 


When we view the diſtracted flate of the world, and the 
preſent awful cloud that hangs over our Political Hemi 
ſphere, we may well tremble at the fight of our impending. 
danger; and would ſurely be caſt down, if we did not be- 
ſive there was a Gop that governs the world. But when 
we know that a ſparrow falls not to the ground without 
his permiſſion ; and that the very hairs of our head are 
numbered : if we can call this great Governor of the Uni- 
verſe our God, our Father, and 0 our Friend : if we have an 
intereſt in Him, who | 


« Rides the Whirlwind, and dires the Storm,” 


we may reſt aſſured he can ſcreen us from the tempeſt 
now raiſed by ambitious, unruly mortals : or, if he ſees fit, 
calm the madneſs of the people with one word“ Peace! Be 
fill !\—And this we alſo know, that whatever befals the 
finful ſons of men, we ſhall be ſafe, amidſt 
„The wreck of matter, and the cruſh of Worlds. 
May you and J, and all that are dear to us, have a con- 
ſtant intereſt in this our Redeemer and Judge, that when 
he comes at the laſt day to judge the world in Righteouſ- 
neſs, we may hear him ſay to us, Well done, good and 
faithful ſervants, enter ye into the joy of your Lord.” — 
Fhere we ſhall be free from the tear of evil, for there the 
wicked ceaſe from troubling. 


I aw your affectionate Father, 
G. B. 
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ſtate they muſt be in, if the Bible be true. 


which they conſider as the Rights of Man. Ol how is that 


nerate day l It is made a cloak for the moſt arbitrary cry. 


Republican Liberty ; horrid Liberty, indeed! May you and, 


word in favor of the moſt innocent priſoner, or even diſco- 


tinent: they wiſh for Liberty and Equality; to be freed 


dividual may have an equal right in the Government c of the 
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LETT EI H. 


Dear GeorGE, 


N my laſt T endeavoured to point out the great fin and 
iniquity of theſe men, who are endeavouring to ſap the 
foundation of our excellent Government ; and the dreadful 


But perhaps they will tell you, they do not mean to 
overthrow all Government; they only want that Liberty, 


precious word Liberty, corruptly abuſed in this our depen 


elty that ever diſgraced the hiſtory of man. View the 
preſent ſtate of France: it will give you a true picture of 


my dear Boy, be ever kept from ſuch dreadful Liberty | 
Hundreds and thouſands of innocent people have been ſent 
to the ſcaffold, without the very ſhadow of a trial; not be- 
ing allowed even to ſpeak a ſingle word in their own defence, 
nor any one for them. Indeed, ſuch is the dreadful tyranny 
of this pretended Liberty, that were a perſon to ſpeak ons 


ver by their countenance a ray of pity for him, he would 
be liable to the ſame puniſhment! Compare this with our 
late State-Trials: and then, if our advocates for this horrid 
mock Liberty can bluſh, let Shame burn their cheek to 
cinder,” and confeſs their guilt. 

But they will tell you, they do not wiſh for ſuch. hornd 
cruelty to be committed amongſt us as is done on the Con- 


from the ſhackles of arbitrary power ; and that every indi- 
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LOWE 

State, the only way to make them happy. So ſay the ad- 
vocates for French Liberty. It is eaſy by ſpecious words 
and fine ſpeeches, to draw a fair picture, and cover over 
the moſt horrid deeds. But look at facts: Theſe will ſpeak 
louder, and more convincing to the underſtanding than all 
the fine-ſpun arguments that ſophiſtry itſelf can invent. 
What would be the caſe, for inſtance, if every ſervant J 
have, ſhould take upon himſelf this liberty, to act as he 
thought proper in the management of my farm? Is it got 
eaſy to ſee that my ruin muſt inevitably follow ? Or what 
would be the conſequence, in a large manufactory, like 
that which you are now engaged in, ſhould every perſon 
aſſume the liberty of leaving his own particular branch, 
and take it into his head that another part of the manufac- 
tory would ſuit him better? Might we not eaſily foreſee, 
that your Maſter's name would ſoon appear in the Gazette? 
In like manner, if every individual in the ſtate was to ſet 
up for a politician, and take upon himſelf to direct our 
Governors in every plan they ought to purſue, and to con- 
demn every meaſure that does not coincide with their li- 
mited underſtanding and knowledge ; it is eaſy to ſee what 
would be the conſequence. 


In every age, and in every country, where the Inhabitants 
enjoyed any degree of comfort and happineſs, there has 
been a regular Government; the Head of which has been 
a King, or ſome Governor ſimilar to that of a King.— 
Names alter not the nature of things; and it is not worth 
a moment's contention what name is given to this firſt 
Governor; only that of King has been generally given in 
the Scripture, and the name ſeems very proper for the fiſt 
Governor of a nation. It is ſaid indeed, there was a time 
when there was no King in Iſrael; when every man did 

© that which was right in his own eyes.“ And what was 


the 
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the conſequence ? hat did they do ?—juſt as might be ex- 
pected : Read the ſequel, and compare it with our own 
times, . 1 

If every perſon in the world was a teal chriſtian, was ac. 
tuated by the true ſpirit of charity; who in every punctilio 
would do to others as he would wiſh others to do to him, 
there would be an appearance of reaſon for this plan of 
throwing aſide all government. But, in the preſent ſtate 
of man, it is as neceſſary there ſhould be a regular efficient 
government in every ſtate and kingdom, as in every large 
town, and indeed in every family. And in every goverf- 
ment, there muſt be a ſubordination, from the firſt magiſ- 
trate to the loweſt mechanic ; there muſt be a regular chain 
from the top to the bottom ; and, as in nature, ſo in go- 
vernment, | 


4 From this chain, whatever link you ſtrike, 
„ Tenth or ten thouſandth breaks the chain alike,” 


Break this chain, and immediately anarchy and confuſion 
will enſue. 


One great deception uſed by our modern ſeditious wri- 
ters, is, — they miſlead the ignorant and unwary, by repre- 
ſenting all our taxes, &c. as going to the ſupport of one 
man, in grandeur and luxury. Strange impoſition indeed! 
Our preſent excellent chief Governor, has little more to 
do with all the vaſt treaſure raiſed for the ſupport of the 
Nate, than the beholding it with his eyes; and ſcarcely ſo 
much as that: and it is well known that he has as great 
a contempt for all the ſtudied grandeur of the court, as for 
the tawdry tinſel'd garments of a ſtage player, or that of 2 
puppet ſhow : If he could follow his own inclination, he 
would dreſs as plain, and have as few attendants as our 
| Neighbour, Squire B—, I] am quite unacquainted with 

8 | | the 


1 
the etiquette of courts; and therefore cannot decide on the 
neceſſity or propriety of all that parade and ceremony, all. 
that form and ſtate which is always kept up there: only 1 
ſuppoſe it is thought neceſſary, and therefore I ſubmit ; but 
all this ſhow and grandeur perhaps does not coſt me one ſhil- 
ling a year, and therefore it would be abſurd in me to mur= 
mur. 


But ſuppoſing the whole expence of Government coſt me 
one tenth part of my income; ought I not cheerfully to 
part with this tenth, in order to enjoy the remaining nine 
tenths in peace and quietneſs ?—Certainly I ought :—and 1 
truſt, I do: for, next to the providence of GOD, who has 
fed me all my life long unto this day, and ſtill continues to 
give me all things neceſſary for life and Godlineſs:—1 ſay, 
next to HIM, I can never fit down to eat Bread,—to drink 
acup of Tea, or a glaſs of Wine, but I feel myſelf bound 
in gratitude to our excellent King and excellent Govern- 
ment, for the peaceable enjoyment thereof. Nay, what is 
far more than all this—far more than the bread which periſhe 
es, the Liberty of worſhipping Gop, according to the dic- 
tates of my own conſcience. Under our happy mild go- 
vernment in Church and State, I can do this: I can ſit 
„under my own vine, and my own fig-tree, and none 
make me afraid.” — Thus, bleſſed and privileged beyond 
all other people upon the face of the globe, what a miſereant 
ſhould I be to turn my heel againſt my great Benefactor, 
and wound the hand that feeds me ! Compare the late State= 
Trials, with thoſe in France, and then ſay, which of the 
two has the preeminence? 


I would wiſh to aſk ſome of theſe turbulent, diſcontented 
men, what liberty they want, or indeed can enjoy, more | 
than they have at preſent? Our excellent Government 
ſcreens them from any attack of thoſe in power, if they 
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were diſpoſed to do it, either upon their perſon or proper. 
ty. The loweſt ſervant I have, is as ſafe, in both theſe ref. 
pects, as my Landlord, though one of the moſt opulent and 
powerful men in the kingdom. And the Law is in as full 
force, againſt the firſt Nobleman in Britain, for any act of 
injuſtice or oppreſſion, as againſt the pooreſt man in the 
pooreſt village. And we have ſeen inſtances of its being as 
faithfully executed, —Nor is the pooreſt man amongſt us, if 
by ſobricty and honeſt induſtry he becomes rich, exempt 
from any honor or reſpe&, or any employment in the State, 
We have ſcen ſome of thoſe raiſed to a ſeat in the higheſt aſ. 
ſembly in the nation.— But this is not the Liberty theſe reſt- 
: leſs ſpirits want: they want a liberty for themſelves without any 
Law: — they cannot be happy till they bring down the moſt 
exalted characters, the moſt virtuous, learned or honourable 
to their own level. Nor would they ſtop here: if the law 
was aboliſhed, they would enjoy the fortunes of the rich in 
common with them ; or rather, like their brethren in France, 
would take their houſes and lands; and, if they ſpared the 
lives of the preſent owners, would reduce them to the moſt | 
ab ject ſtate of poverty; and this they call Liberty and Equa- 

lity! | 7 
I would have you be much upon your guard againſt the 
fine ſmooth language of theſe great ſticklers for Liberty :— 
for it is very notorious they are the moſt intolerant of any 
in the nation. View the character of theſe men. Let ac- 
tions weigh infinitely more than all the fine-ſpun argu- 
ments that art and ſophiſtry can put together. Conſider, I ſay, 
the conduct of theſe men, and judge from thence their real 
regard for true Liberty, While they are pulling down all 
thoſe above them, with the utmoſt malice and virulence, 
and would even wade to the knees in þlood to accompliſh 
their purpoſe; what Liberty are they willing to allow their 
| Ko | a equals | 
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" equals or inferiors  To'any indeed who dare differ from 
them even in judgment? Over theſe they aſſume the moſt 
arbitrary tyranny. Were a ſervant or dependent of theirs to 
venture his opinion, contrary to theirs z were he to exert 
his right of private judgment, even in matters of trivial con- 
cern, what ſucceſs would he have with theſe great defend- 
ers of Liberty? Juft the ſame as a friend to Government 
would have with the National Convention in France. 


It has been long obſerved, and very juſtly, that all Re- 
publican States are the moſt arbitrary in the world. Exa- 
mine this, and there needs no other proof of the aſſertion.— 
Juſt fo it is in Societies and private families. Look round 
amongſt all your acquaintance, and ſee if this be not the 
caſe, View the tempers and diſpoſitions of theſe great ſticx- 
lers for Liberty, in that great Manufacturing Town in our 
neighbourhood. It ſtands the foremoſt in the great conteſt 
for Liberty ; and Equality : and indeed I fear where the 
great Dragon now holds his moſt ſovereign ſway.—Look at 
one of thoſe great Manufacturers; profeſſed advocates for 
Liberty; and ſee if one of his dependents ſhould dare to give 
an opinion, or act in the leaſt contrary to his wiſh, what 
would be the conſequence? Why, either immediately to 
retract his opinion, and implicitly obey the ſovereign au- 
thority of this cruel taſk-maſter, or ruin muſt be the conſe- 
quence to himſelf and family. Look around you amongſt 
all the families you are acquainted with, and ſay, if there be 
any children or ſervants kept in ſuch an abje& ſtate of ſla- 
very and bondage, as thoſe whoſe fathers and maſters are 
the advocates for Republican Liberty? You will eaſily re- 
collect the fate of our worthy neighbour, who in a late elec- 
tion dared to aſſert his right in giving his vote, for a mem- 
ber of Parliament, contrary to the wiſh of one of thoſe great 
bawlers out for Liberty, &c. It availed him nothing to plead, 
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that the member he ꝛiſhed to ſupport was a Gentleman of 
true honor and integrity, a ſincere friend to his King and 
Country ; while the other was a man of very diſſolute cha- 
racter, a Gameſter, Debauchee, and an enemy to his King and 
Country. Beſides, he had already given his abſolute pro. 
miſe to the former, and could not go from this, without 
wounding his conſcience, and incurring the juſt judgement 
of Heaven, But all this availed nothing; he muſt either 
give his vote to this wretched ftickler for Liberty, or he 
baniſhed from his farm and livelihood, and himſelf and 
family brought into the moſt abje& ſtate of poverty and 

diſtreſs. This ſentence you know was inflicted on him, in 
Its utmoſt ſeverity, by his cruel, relentleſs landlord. 


Again, be always upon your guard againſt fine ſmooth 
ſpeeches ; look at actions. We are not able to ſee into the 
deep deſigns of artful men, and have often cauſe to lament 
our credulity in attending to fair words. But we cannot 
well be deceived, if we look narrowly into their tempers, 
_ diſpoſitions and actions. — Perhaps one of the ſtrongeſt out- 
ward marks of a perſon being actuated by the ſpirit of tre 
Chriſtianity, is his love of peace, and deſire to ſee every 
perſon about him happy. And there is not a greater out; 
ward mark of a perſon's being under the influence of the e- 
vil ſpirit, than his deſire to ſee any creature, which GOD 
has made, miſerable; or his delighting to give others pain. 
See the man who wantonly, either in word or deed, injures ot 

makes his neighbour unhappy; there is no breach of charity 
in ſaying, this man is devoid of Chriſtianity, whatever pro- 
feſſion he may make. It is indeed the duty of parents to cor- 
rect their children: it is neceſſary for a ſurgeon to give pain 
to his patient, in order ſometimes to ſave his life: it is the 
duty of chriſtian miniſters to cry aloud, ſpare not, to make 
fianers tremble at the dreadful ſtate they are in, in order to 
bring 


(21 

bring them to true repentance :—But this is the painful part 
of their duty (like a judge paſſing ſentence of death on a cri- 
minal) and not their pleaſure, If they could conſcientiouſly 
avoid this painful taſk, they would rejoice at it. But it is 
againſt ſuch men I caution you, that delight in giving 
pain, and take a pleaſure in the miſery of others. I know, 
while we are in the world, and have buſineſs to tranſact, 
we muſt converſe with Jews, Turks, Hereticks, and Infi- 
dels; and we ought to follow the example of our bleſſed 
Maſter, in kindneſs and condeſcention to all; but we are 
not to take any of theſe as our companion or intimate 
friend; much leſs if he be called a brother, if he be a pro- 
feſſor of Chriſtianity, “ With ſuch an one no not to eat,“ 
not needleſſly to viſit or aſſociate with him. The great 
enemy of Gop and man, is repreſented in ſcripture, as con- 
tinually going about ſeeking whom he may deſtroy : and 
his emiſſaries on earth, theſe direful, republican, independ- 
ent ſpirits, as far as their power reaches, follow his exam- 
ple, and endeavour to throw about them fire-brands, arrows 
and death; to cauſe ruin and devaſtation amongſt the inha- 
bitants of this lower world. But their reign is only for a 
limited time. HE that fits in Heaven will laugh them to 
ſcorn; ©. He will mock when their fear cometh, when ſud- 
den deſtruction cometh upon them.” It will then be in 
vain for them to call on the rocks and mountains to fall on 
them, and ſcreen them from the face of a ſin-avenging Gon. 
Their deep deceit and guile, though it may have deceived 
their fellow mortals here on earth, cannot ſcreen them from 
that all-ſearching eye, to whom the inmoſt receſſes of the 
heart are without a covering. 


Every perſon in the world has two characters. It is the 
pleaſure of every real lover of mankind to look on the fair 
tide. But he has no claim to this character, who is continu— 

ally 
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ally ſeeking for flaws and errors in the moſt uſeful of man. 
kind, and takes a pleaſure in holding them up to the view 
of others. This is a certain mark of a fallen ſpirit, unin. 
fluenced by any chriſtian principle. I adviſe you again, 
avoid all intimacy with thoſe perſons who are continually 
pointing out the errors of their fellow- creatures, with ma. 
lignant pleaſure. Be aſſured, you in your turn, when 
abſent, will have the ſame ſhare of evil diſtributed to you, 

Such perſons are as incapable of fincere friendſhip as Satan 


himſelf. 


But they will perhaps ſay, * Are we not to ſee and 
Judge of men and things ; approve what is right, and con- 
demn what we ſee wrong ?—Muſt we not, for inſtance, 
Judge of the preſent meaſures of government, and where we 
fee miniſters going Here, do all in our power to check 
them?” 


* 


If we profeſs Chriſtianity, we have nothing to do with 
the affairs of ſtate; and, if we are actuated by the precepts 
and ſpirit of the goſpel, we ſhall have no defire for this ho- 
nor that cometh of man; we ſhall wiſh to paſs peaceably 
and unnoticed through the world, looking for a better and 
more enduring ſubſtance ; we ſhall follow the apoſtle's di- 
rection, Study to be quiet and mind our own Buſinek,” 
There are always men enough in the world, who are of ti: 
world, and to them let us leave the painful taſk of govern- 
Ing one another; we ſhall ſay, „Let the Dead bury their 
Dead:“ To their own Maſter they muſt ſtand or fall." 
Tf they do wrong, they will moſt afſuredly ſuffer for it 
without you or me medling in the matter. If the Lord 
ſees fit to chaſtiſe a finful people, when the meaſure of their 
iniquity is full, he can leave them to themſelves to be de- 
ſtroyed one of another. There always have been, and filll 


are, wicked men enough 1 in the world to puniſh their bre- 
thren 


(23) | 
thren'in iniquity; and in this caſe it may be ſaid, that 
« Gop hath made all things for himſelf; yea even the 
« picked for the day of evil.” 


You will perhaps ſay, «What! are we never, on no 
account, to reſiſt our Governors? Muſt we embrace the 
goctrine of paſſive obedience and non-refiſtance in its full 
extent? However lawful it may be in ſome caſes to reſiſt 
the government, this belongs not to us at preſent. If any 
circumſtance can make this lawful, it is when our Religious 
Liberties are invaded, And, ſurely, no one in England can 
plead this as an excuſe, We have both Civil and Religious 
Liberty, in its fulleſt extent, But I will refer you further 
to the primitive Chriſtians : How did they act, even under 
the moſt tyrannic Emperors that ever 3 heathen 
Rome? and then ſay how far any one deſerves the name 
of Chriſtian, who dares reſiſt the Government we ſo happil 7 
live under? Had it pleaſed God that I had been born in Por- 
tugal, Spain or Turkey: or under the ſtill more tyrannic Go- 
| yernment of the Republic of Venice,Genoa, Geneva, or Hol- 
land; I ſhould till have thought it my duty, ſo long as I was 
protected by the Laws of thoſe States, chearfully to ſubmit 
to them: and in caſe of neceſſity add my mite to the ſupport of 
theſe Governments. Much more if we are born in England, 
and protected by our juſt Laws and mild Government, in the 
peaceable enjoyment of our Liberty and Property. If our 
lives, and thoſe we hold dear to us, are as ſafely guarded 
as that of the greateſt man in the State, and that not only 
our civil but religious Liberty is ſecured to us; Ought we 
not with chearfulneſs to ſubmit to ſome little inconvenience 
in order to enjoy ſo many bleflings ? For, notwithſtanding. 
all the artful flander that is thrown out againſt our excel- 
lent Government, we, in this Kingdom, enjoy more and 
greater bleflings, and ſuffer fewer evils than any other 

peo- 
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people under Heaven ; and if we are not thankful for them, 
our ingratitude deſerves the moſt ſevere puniſhment, 


But if you give ear to ſome of thoſe ſeditious, diſcontent. 
ed mortals, they will labour to convince you that our pre. 
ſent Government is defective; and if you are not aware, 
make you believe, you have a thouſand evils, which till 
that moment never occurred to you, and of courſe you neyer 
felt“. They will perſuade you to read ſome of thoſe ſedi. 


tious 
* Tt is an obſervation which has often been made, that yea! or 
imaginary evils, have nearly the ſame effect on the human mind; 
or rather, the latter are the moſt diſtreſſing, as they are frequently 
the moſt durable. What thanks, therefore, or rather what execr;. 
tions, will poſterity pour on the names of thoſe diſturbers of the 
peace and happineſs of the world, thoſe ſetters ſorth of new dvc- 
trines in our day: thoſe who wiſh to perſwade us that we have ten 
thouſand grievances or evils, which never had any exiſtence—but 
in their own fruitful imagination? I would ſeriouſly aſk any one 
of thoſe complainers, or rather wiſh them to aſk their own conſci- 
ence, What evils they endure, or what grievance they ever had to 
complain of, that it was in the power of our Government to pre- 
vent or redreſs? With regard to myſelf, I have been young, and 
now am old, yet upon the moſt mature reflection, I can recollect 
very few grievances, I have ever experienced from my childhood 
to this day, that our Government could have prevented. I might 
probably ſay with the good old patriarch, ** Few and evil have the 
days of the years of my pilgrimage been.” Perhaps I have had, 
or think I have had, my full ſhare of the evils that attend all hu. 
man creatures: my cup may probably have had its full mixture of 
the bitters of life. But from whence have all thoſe evils and diff 
_ culties ariſen? Perhaps, if I would honeſtly confeſs, many of 
them have been brought upon me by my own ſelf-will, or impru- 
dence ; and probably many more from miſtakes in judgement, or 
want of conſideration. Many evils and grievances I have to la. 
ment, even to this day, which I have ſuffered from wicked deſign- 
ing men, from open or ſecret enemies —I have again and again 
ſuffered very unjuſtly in my perſon, my property, my character, by 
malicious and cruel men. Perhaps I may very often have been 
injured by ſome of the Servants of Government, who far exceeded 
the power lodged in their hands, and ated in an unjuſt and arbi. 
trary manner,—But how could Government hare prevented this? 
or how can it prevent ſuch evils in future—unleſs it had the power 
which belongs to Omniporence itſelf—the power of changing the 
heart, and of making all men honeſt and fincere? Let vs then 


for ever ceaſe our accuſations againſt the beſt and happieſt Govert 
ment in the world. 18 8 8 
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tious books, which are ſo induſtriouſly ſpread abroad with 
a profeſſed deſign to poiſon the minds of the unwary multi- 
tude, and make them diſcontented with the preſent Govern- 
ment.—I know how eaſy it is for deſigning, wicked men to 
gild over the blackeſt errors, and by ſophiſtry and fair 
ſpeeches make black appear white. I have before caution- 
ed you againſt reading any of thoſe pernicious books; I now 
again moſt earneſtly intreat you, nay, as a father, I enjoin 
you in the moſt ſolemn manner, never for one moment at- 
tend to thoſe dreadful adviſers, nor dare to look into any of 
their political books. For my own part, I would as ſoon 
venture to put my hand into a cockatrice den, as open one 
of thoſe artful ſeditious books with a defign to read it, And 
I ſhould think my ſelf as guilty in having theſe books under 
my roof, and putting them into the hands of my ſervants 
and children, as the lewdeſt and moſt profane book that 
ever was printed, Even Mr. W——'x$ Eſſay on Woman, 
or Mr. Rs treatiſe on Self- murder, are not more dange- 
Tous, than ſome of thoſe modern ſeditious phamplets. I 
have always cautioned you againſt reading Novels, Roman- 
ces or lewd Plays ; becauſe they tend greatly to the cor- 
rupting and diffipating the minds of youth of both ſexes. 
The leaſt evil that can be ſaid of them, is, they take up that 
precious time which ought to be ſpent in the improvement 
of the underftanding in uſeful things. Do not then ſpend 
one hour in ſuch traſh. Yet, bad as theſe publications are, 
the very worſt of them are far leſs dangerous, and leſs cri- 
minal than many of thoſe modern ſeditious books, which have 
been ſo induſtriouſly ſpread over the land, Thoſe have 
lain their thouſands, but theſe their thouſands of thouſands. 
One of thoſe: Infidel ſeribblers is propagating his dreadful 
tenets from the Temple of Atheiſm itfelf. And another, 
very little behind him in error, has voluntarily tranſported 

| oy himſelf 
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himſelf to a diſtant Country, from whence we may expe} 
he will ſhortly emit his poiſonous doctrines acroſs the Atlan. 
tic, if paradventure he can get them conveyed to the eyes 
and ears of the unſuſpectin g inhabitants of this happy Iſland, 


I truſt what I have ſaid will have ſo much weight, as 0 
deter you from looking into any of thoſe dreadful publica. 
tions. What time you have to ſpare, ſpend it in reading 
ſomething that will make you wiſer and better. There are 
books enough in the world, in Hiſtory, Natural Philoſo- 
phy, and every other uſeful Art and Science; which you 
may ſafely read with pleaſure and profit; but above all, 
do not negleCt to read that beſt of all books, the Bible; 
wherein you may ſee your duty to GOD and Man.“ 

May you at all times be enabled to perform it, and then 
J am ſure you will obey the injunctions of a much wiſer 
man (who ſays “ my ſon, fear thou GOD and the King, 
and meddle not with them who are given to change”) than 
"Four Affectionate F ather, 

G. B. 


LE T T E R I. 


MV Dun GORE, 


HERE is no crime that may be committed, * 

black and diabolical in its nature and effects, but 
cums and deſigning men, can gild over with the moſt 
ſpecious covering of ſophiſtry and deceit, to make it appear 
innocent. They will attempt to prove, that ſome of thoſe 
fins and evils, we complain of, are neceſſary for the general 
good of mankind; like thoſe of old, who ſaid, „ let us do el 


that good may come” — not regarding the dreadſul curſe 
Which 
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which the Holy Ghoſt denounces againſt all ſuch, „ whoſe 
damnation is juſt,” Some miſtaken inhabitants of Britain, 
when they cannot find an excuſe for the monſtrous cruelty 
and injuſtice of the French Tyrants, will ſay, that good 
will proceed from this apparent evil; and after aiding this 
diabolical ſyſtem, and endeavouring to brirg us into the 
fame-ſtate ; ; they are ready to exult in their labors, or at leaſt 
to wiße their mouths, and ſay “ I have done no harm.“ 


You ſay, they tell you, that “ we quite miſtake their mean- 
ing; they do not mean to overthrow our preſent Govern- 
ment, when they talk of Liberty, Equality, the Rights of 
Man, Parliamentary Reform, &c. &c.” And it is much to 
be feared, ſome well-meaning people have been caught by 
this ſnare of the Devil, without looking through the cob- 
web covering of their black deſign, Had they boldly and 
fairly declared their real intention to the world, all true 
friends to their country would have been upon their guard, 
and the machinations of theſe men fruſtrated. Many ho- 
neſt people are not aware that under this fair cloak of Re- 
form, &c. was hid the dagger that was to rid us of our moſt 
excellent King ; to annihilate the whole Family; to take 
away the lives or fortunes of all our Nobility and Rich 
Men ;—and to murder, or baniſh our Biſhops and Clergy : 
and, in ſhort, baniſh Chriſtianity from this happy land, as 
it is done in the neighbouring Nation; and to throw all the 
property and riches therein, to be ſcrambled for by the vileſt 
and moſt abandoned amongſt us.— Had this been ſeen at 
the firſt, numbers who have now joined in this horrid de- 
fign, would have trembled at the idea of ſuch wickedneſs : 
and each would be ready to ſay, Am La Dog that | ſhouid 
be guilty of ſuch great ſins?“ - Whether this be not a true 
ſtate of the caſe, I need only refer you to the many indelible 
proofs, which have been brought to light by the late Frials. 
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But you fay, Is there not need of a Reform in the Na. 
tion? Do we not fee evils in every Department? And ought 
not theſe evils to be reformed ?”? To this there needs no re. 
ply 3 every honeſt man in the kingdom will heartily ſay, 
Amen, to the prayer for a Reformation. But how is this 
great Reform to be brought about? Shall we let looſe 
one third of the inhabitants of the land, and thoſe the mot 
unprincipled and abandoned amongſt us, to deſtroy or chaſ. 
tiſe the remainder? ls it likely that thus the wrath of may, 
(the loweſt and moſt corrupt of men) Hall work the righteous: 
neſs of God? Nay, verily, See the experiment, in its full 
extent, made in France, and what has been the effect; 
May we not truly ſay of them, | | 
OO worle for mending, waſh'd to fouler ſtains,” 
They have, it 1s true, aboliſhed ſuperſtition, and, probably, 
many other errors that had crept into the Government of 
that Kingdom; but what have they ſubſtituted inſtead 
thereof ? Have they not literally rooted up the wheat and 
the tares together ?—Surely, notwithſlanding our prejudices 
againſt the Catholic Religion, we muſt allow there are ma- 
ny. very many, real Chriſtians amongſt thoſe of that per- 
ſu-fion, who at the laſt Day will riſe up in judgment 2. 
gainſt us, who in this land of liberty, have the Light of the 
Goſpel clearly ſhining upon us, and yet are enemies to 
 Gop, by wicked works. A fincere Catholic, who fears 
Gop, and works righteouſneſs; who believes in Jeſus as 
the Saviour of ſinners ; though he ſecs through a glaſs dark- 
ly, and 1s encumbered with a heavy load of ſuperſtitious 
_ ceremonies, which the prejudice of education has laid upon 
him, may, and I doubt not will, go to Heaven, Whereas, 
It is impoſſible for an inſidel, one who tramples underfoot 
every idea, not only of Religion, but of Juſtice, Mercy, and 
Truth, to have any entrance into that happy place. 


A gain, 
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Again, I aſk, what has this Reformation, or Revolution 
done for them in France ?—Has it not made them ten- fold 
more the children of the Devil than before? They are now 
a ſet of Robbers and Murderers, a Banditti of Ruffians, 
ſach as never difgraced any ſpot of earth, fince its firſt 
creation, to the preſent day. I ſpeak of the preſent Govern- 
ors of that nation: And ſhall we follow their example, and 
ruſh on to our final deſtruction ? Gop forbid !—But you 
Ri!l ſay, „Do we not evidently ſee corruption, and many 
evils in our Governors of the nation ;—in both Houſes of 
Parliament :—in the Courts of Law :—in many of our 
Biſhops and Clergy :—and in ſhort in all the Public Offices, 
and every Department in the State?“ Nay, perhaps you 
may go farther, and aſk what ſet of men of any deſcription 
whatever, is free from the charge;, in any buſineſs or em- 
ployment, in the Army, or the Navy ; the Merchant, the 
Manufacturer, and even thoſe in our humble employment 
of tilling the ground, and feeding cattle, (the leait lia- 
ble to temptation, in its own nature, of almoſt any other?) 
With ſhame we muſt acknowledge the accuſation againſt us 
is very juſt, What low art and cunning is practiſed in buy- 
ing and ſelling ! what chicane and double dealing, in order 
to deceive and over-reach our neighbour | All theſe, I grant, 
call loudly for reform, But, how muſt this great work be 
accompliſhed ? Nothing, ſurely, but the power of Religion 
upon the mind and conſcience, can make men act juſtly 
and uprightly ; to do to others, as they would wiſh others 
to do to them. The wiſeſt and beſt men that ever lived, 
never could make laws to bind the wicked : but with Gon 
all things are poſſible: it is his power, and his only, in a 
true ſpiritual ſenſe, that can change, or waſh the Ethiop 
white; can make thoſe do good, who have long been ac- 
euſtomed to do evil. Let every one in the nation endeavour _ 
AS: to 
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to re form himſelf ; and this God will enable us to do, if we 
ſincerely aſk. | 

Suppoſe theſe zealous advocates for a Reform in Parlia. 
ment, as they are pleaſed to call it, had their wiſh : Suppoſe 
we had a new Parliament, every third year, or every year; 
Suppoſe we had a total change of Miniſtry, as frequently 28 
we have a freih Parliament: Suppole our Judges and great 


Lawyers were alſo diſcarded, and others appointed in their 


Place: Suppole our Biſhops andClergy were all cut off, and the 
very form of Religion baniſhed from the Land —duppoſe the 
levelling plat was adopted, and that there were no diftinc- 
tions of men amongſt us :—Suppoſe the eſtates of our nobili. 


ty were taken from them, and diſtributed amongſt the lower 


orders of mankind, In ſhort, ſhould our violent Reformers 
accompliſh the utmoſt of their wiſhes, diſſolve our happy 
Conſtitution and Government, throw the reins looſe upon 
the neck of every individual, and let them do whatever ß 
right in their own eyes: what could they poſſibly gain by 
ſoch a Revolution? Why, in the preſent ſtate of mankind, 
miſery and diſtreſs muſt inevitably be the lot of every in- 
dividual, from the higheſt to the loweſt. Let us then be 
content with our preſent Government, the beſt calculated, 


of any in the world, to make its ſubjects happy: and 


though we may ſee ſome imperfections therein, as nothing 
human can be perfect; let us wait with patience, and a- 
ſure ourſelves that in due time, theſe little imperfections 
will be remedied. | 

We have had ſufficient proof of the diſpoſitions of our 
preſent Governors to make us all happy.—-I would appeal 
to every candid man in the Nation, and alk, if at any time, 


fince the Revolution, ſo much has been done, for the liber— 


ty and happineſs of the Subject, as during the preſent Reign? 
There has ſcarce been one Seſſions of Parliament, duriag 


the whole reign, but ſome Aact! uus palied for the Liberty and 
| benci 


„ a 
benefit of the People. It is needleſs to enter particularly 

into this ſubject; thoſe converſant in public affairs will rea- 
dily remember what ſteps have been taken to ſatisfy the minds 
of the bulk of the Nation, and convince them, if poſſible, 
that every thing was done for their good. Amongſt the ma- 
ny Acts that have been paſſed, that of making the Judges in- 
dependent on the Crown, is not the leaſt, Nor does it ſhew 
a deſire in the Crown to increaſe its power, by taking from 
every Placeman his right to vote for a Member of Parlia- 
ment. Even the loweſt officer in the Exciſe, as ſoon as he 
accepts his office, gives up this privilege. —A Member him- 
ſelf, if he engage in any contract with Government, imme- 
diately diſqualifies himſelf from having a ſeat in Parlia- 
ment.—Moſt ſinecure places too are now diſcontinued on the 
death of the preſent poſſeſſors.— When theſe, and many 
other Acts of the preſent Government, all tending to the 
benefit of the ſubject, are conſidered; what man can ſtand 
up, and without a bluſh accuſe our preſent Leaders of aiming 
at Arbitrary Power ?—If at any time, any ſtep has been ta- 
ken by our preſent Government, that appears to militate 
againſt the Liberty of the Subject; ſuch as the Alien Act 
in the laſt Seſſions ;—the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus, 
&c.—it now appears very evident this was done for the good 
of the whole: and we ought moſt fincerely to thank our 
wiſe and vigilant Governors for their exertions herein; for 
had this not been the caſe, we ſhould, in all probability, by 
| this day have been a ruined Nation, 


It is wonderful to ſee what art and cunning theſe ſeditious 
men uſe to deceive the multitude, Any popular clamour, 
however unjuſt or unreaſonable, they will work up to the 
utmoſt pitch, and then propagate it without fear or ſhame. - 
They well know that nothing is more grateful to the cor- 
rupt heart of man, than accuſations againſt the Clergy, or 
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Profeſſors of Religion: and as the Clergy in general a 
Friends to Government; of courſe they muſt expect no fa. 
vor from theſe levelling Spirits. They will narrowly ſearch 
out every fault they can find in any of them; multiply it 
to the very utmoſt, and then lay this fault upon the whole 
Order. They will accuſe them of covetouſneſs, &c. &. 
and as they know that Tythes, in general, are obnoxious 
to people in the country, they point them out as great hard. 
ſhips and a proper object for reform. If a rich Impropriato 
of Tythe, ſhould exert his right in any improvement; | 
is conſidered as Law and Juſtice, and his property ſecured 
to him without murmuring. But if a poor Rector, whoſ 
income is barely ſufhcient to maintain himſelf and family, 
ſhould claim his lawful right; he is loaded with reproaches 
and the odium thrown upon the whole Body. This ſhew 
the temper and ſpirit of theſe men, thus arrogantly to ac- 
cuſe the Almighty himfelf, and to find fault with the law 
he has made, He at the beginning ordained a ſtandicg 
Miniſtry, which was to continue to all ſucceeding ages; 
and the Miniſters were precluded from all ſecular employ- 
ment : one tenth of the whole was to be their portion, 
And, notwithſtanding all the clamour made againft them,! 
will venture to ſay there is not a common tradeſman in any 
moderate line of buſineſs, whoſe income does not far ex- 
ceed that of the generality of the Clergy ; I ſpeak of the 
average income of the whole Clergy in this Kingdom, 
perhaps throughout all Chriſtendom. What wickedaek 
then muſt it be to attempt to deprive them of their ſmall pit- 
tance, while we abound in all the Luxury, and extrava- 
gance, &c, of Lite ! 


But there is nothing new under the Sun Thus it was in 
the fallen ſtate of the Jewiſh Church; as we may fee by tt! 


accuſation brought againſt them by the Prophet, where he 
| ſays, 
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ſays Will a man rob GOD? Yet ye have robbed me :— 
but ye ſay, wherein have we robbed thee ? In Tythes and 
Offerings. But it is alledged'that ſome of the Clergy haye 
great revenues, while others experience almoſt want and po- 
verty. So it may be: and what deſcription of men is there 
in any line of buſineſs, where property is equally divided? 
—All that can be ſaid in both caſes, is, they are 
only ſtewards of the good things which God has given. 
them; and if thoſe few, who have great revenues 
in the Church, do not adminiſter to the neceſſities of 
their poor brethren, they muſt give account, at the laſt day, 
to the great Biſhop of Souls. — But ſome will tell you, ma- 
ny of the Clergy do not live up to their profeſſion : that they 
are a diſgrace to Religion by their wicked works. —T wiſh I 
could caſt a veil over the failings of thoſe falſe profeſſors ; 
for it muſt be confeſſed there are ſome who do not adorn the 
Goſpel. But what does this prove? Only that they are 
men of like paſſions with others, that all are not Ifrael, 
who are of Iſrael.” This 1 Is another proof of the great 
truth before mentioned, c the fallen corrupt ſtate of 
man;“ and without the real grace of Gop all outward 
profeſſion is vain. I hope there are fewer of this deſerip- 
tion than thoſe vile accuſers would point out: and 1 will 
venture to ſay, notwithſtanding thoſe wandering ſtars, 
thoſe ſpots in the church: the Clergy in this Iſland, com- 
pared with any other profeſſion of men whatever, counting 
number for number, are more reſpectable, more uſeful 
members of Society, and a greater ornament to the Chrif- 
tian Religion, than any other ſet of men whatever: - But 
thoſe reſpectable learned men, have no need of a poor ob- 
ſcure villager, to vindicate their cauſe; they can do it 
more effectually themſelves, if an ill-natured world would 


hear them. | 
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As it is, however, one great point laid down by the f. 
ditious Societies, thoſe troublers of our Iirael (ſee the eri. 
dences produced before the Secret Committee) to make the 
| Clergy and Tythes one popular object of their clamour fg 
Reform, &c,—l could not avoid ſaying thus much to guard 
you againſt them; and really when things are calmly conf. 
dered, what hardſhip is there in Tythes ?—My Farm pay 
'Tythe in kind: My Neighbour has a Farm of nearly the ſane 
| w of land Tythe free; of courſe his is of more value 
than mine. But does he not pay a rent equivalent, or nearly 
equivalent to this advantage? When I took a leaſe of ny 
Farm, I conſidered this incumbrance,and therefore now hare 
No right to complain. Befides, when my landlord purchaſed 
my Farm, it was at a rate proportionate to this jncum- 
brance, and therefore can afford to let it ſo much lower, 


Our heavy Taxes are alſo brought forward as another 
cauſe of complaint; and as every perſon | in the nation feels 
the effect in a leſs or greater degree, it is of courſe a proper 
ſubject for popular clamour; and our ſeditious countrymen 
have art enough to repreſent the different Taxes 1n the 
worſt light.—lt muſt be confeſſed, our National Debt is 
great, and of courſe the Taxes neceſſary to pay the intereſ 
of this Debt great alſo, and a hardſhip upon many indivi- 
duals; but how can this be avoided ? Had it not been for 
the cauſe of the preſent diſtreſſing war, many of the molt 
obnoxious Taxes, by this time, would have been conſidet- 
ably reduced. But who has been the principal cauſe cf 
this unhappy war? andindeed of the greateſt part of out 
National Burthen ? Every diſpaſſionate candid man will 
g readily anſwer this to his own breaſt. - But it is now 10 
vain to recriminate: the burthen is laid upon us, and e 
muſt bear it, at leaſt ſo long as there is any honor, or ho- 
neſty left i in | the iand., —Confider what would be the conſe· 


quence 
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guence if our ſeditious people had their wiſhes : ſappoſe the 
Taxes were withheld, and a National Bankruptcy enſued; 
what would be the condition of many thouſands, perhaps 
millions of individual Perſons, Widows, and Orphans, 
whoſe whole ſupport is the intereſt of money they 
have in our funds, both in this Iſland and in other coun- 
tries? Diſtreſs and miſery muſt follow of courſe, Com- 
pare our National Debt to a mortgage upon an eſtate : ſup- 
poſe my Father had a good freehold eſtate left him, and 
through misfortunes of one kind or other, he was reduced 
to the neceſſity of borrowing money, and gave a mortgage 
upon this eſtate as a ſecurity for the money ſo borrowed. — 
Suppoſe he had wantonly involved himſelf in Lawſuits : 
Nay even had he wickedly or imprudently ſpent his money 
in Horſe-Races, or at the Gaming- Table, and brought 
himſelf into ſuch diſtreſs as to be under the neceſſity of 
mortgaging his eſtate for one half the value; and this mo- 
ney borrowed of innocent people who had not the leaſt ſhare 
in his diſtreſs: would it be right in me, after I came to 
the eſtate, to refuſe paying theſe honeſt people the intereſt 
of the money ſo lent, when perhaps it is all they have to 
live upon? certainly not: the ſame argument will hold 

reſpecting our Taxes. | 
But ſo ingenious are our ſeditious ſeribblers in finding out 
flaws in the Government, and fo barefaced in laying to 
their charge crimes that they are not guilty of, that with- 
out fear or ſhame they will accuſe our Governors of any 
thing that is likely to make them obnox1ous to the common 
people, —They imitate their Father the great enemy of man= 
kind, whoſe buſineſs it is to drive or draw poor mortals in- 
to fin and miſery, and then torture them for it. There can- 
not now be a doubt, who has been the cauſe of bringing us 
into this calamitous war. The F reach would never have 
E 2 | | dared 


6360 

dared to declare war againſt this country, had it not been 
for ſome rebellious ſubjects, amongſt us, who enCouraped 
them to it, by aſſuring them that the people of this nation, 
in general, were as ripe for a revolt as themſelves; and yet 
thoſe very men ſcruple not to accuſe our Government as he. 
Ing the ſole cauſe of the war! They paint the diftreſs and 
miſery occaſioned by the war, in the moſt lively colours 
their imagination can invent, and yet when any loſs or 
public diſtreſs happens to the nation on this account, you 
will ſee them exult and rejoice at it with the moſt ſatanic 
ſmile of cruelty ! But perhaps they will ſay, they do not re. 
joice at theſe misfortunes as misfortunes, but that it may he 
a means of humbling and doing us good. —Alas ! what {6 
phiſtry is this! Suppoſe my houſe is burnt over my head, 
and my whole property confumed; mvſelf, my wife and 
children turned naked and deſtitute into the ſtreet; and my 
Chriſtian neighbour, inftead of aſſiſting me to ſave my pro- 
perty, or condole with me on my great misfortune, ſhould 
ſtand aloof and rejoice at my preſent diſtreſs, giving this asa 
reaſon that it would be better for me ; that it would teach me 
more humility ;—wean me more from the world, and make 
me a better Chriſtian. —l ſay, what would you! think of 
ſuch Chriſtian charity! — 


Still thoſe reſtleſs tw. of our highly- FEED coun- 
try proceed to point out the miſery of war, the great lols 
our Trade and Manufactures ſuſtain, the hardſhips to the 
poor, &c.— On the other hand, they paint in true colours the 
advantage it would be to this nation, if we were at peace 
with the world, while every other power was at war:— 
what an extenſive trade we ſhould have; how our Manu— 
factures would flouriſh ; what employ for our ſhipping ; and 
in ſhort what riches would flow into this nation from every 


quarter, —T hey labour to make the deluded multitude be- 
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lieve this would have been actually the cafe, but for our 
miſtaken Governors, who brought us into the war. It is 
poſſible we might have continued at peace with France, at 
leaſt as much at peace as they are amongſt themſel ves, if we 
had agreed to their terms; but what. were the terms on 
which we could have hoped for peace? Why, to go on 


= with them in all their iniquitous ſchemes :—to murder our 


excellent King and Royal Family :—to level Nobility with 
the meaneſt peaſant :—and to baniſh our Biſhops and Clergy, 
and the Chriſtian Religion out of the land. —But had this 
Sacrifice been attempted, can it be ſuppoſed that in a nation 
like this, where there are ſo many millions of Loyal Sub- 
jects, ſuch a Revolution could be brought about without a 
ſtruggle? Is it likely that there ſhould be ſo little honeſty 
or courage left, as to give up our Laws, our Liberties, our 
Property, and Lives themſelves, in ſo very cowardly a 
manner? And if we muſt be involved in war, of the two 
evils chooſe the leaſt; it is certainly a leſs evil to have war 
abroad, than at home,— ; 

But theſe diſſaffected mortals, willing to miſlead the mul- 
| titude, ſcruple not to fay, we have it yet in our power to 
make peace; and are labouring to perſuade numbers of well- 
meaning men to petition His Majeſty to put a ſtop to 
the war. The ringleaders of this ſcheme muſt believe that no- 
man in the nation wiſhes more for peace than our gracious 
Sovereign; but they know alſo that it is not in his power at 
preſent to accompliſh it. The ſcheme indeed anſwers their 
views ſufficiently, if they can by this or any other means 
increaſe the number of malecontents in the Kingdom. To 
aſk a favour of any perſon that you know is not in his pow- 
er to grant, is one of the greateſt affronts you can give him; 
and in the preſent caſe, many of thoſe who ſign ſuch petiti- 
ons will feel themſelves diſappointed aud add to their diſaf- 

fection 
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fection to Government.— They will very artfully ſay, 

What, do you not wiſh for peace ? And if you refuſe to 
ſign their cunning petition, will brand you as encouragers 
of the war, &c. I would have you, however, not regar 
vain words, Of all the evils that can attend mankind ia 
this life, war is certainly the greateſt ; and it ought to be 
our daily prayer, that the Lord ““ would ſcatter the people 
that delight in war,“ and give us peace in our day, If 
war 1s certainly one of the greateſt ſcourges that can be laid 
on ſinful mortals, in this life, and it ought not to be en- 
gaged in, without the utmoſt neceſſity: but if any war can 
be juſtified on Chriſtian Principles, the preſent certainly 
may, when our Lives and Properties, our Laws and Go. 
vernment, our very exiſtence as a Nation—nay, what ought 
to be dearer to us than Life itſelf, our Religion, and our 
Liberty, is at ſtake; it muſt be right to defend ourſelves to 
the laſt extremity, with a view of obtaining a laſting peace, 


That man deſerves not to enjoy the bleſſing of Society, 
nor the Liberty we have in this Land, who would not give 
up the greateſt part of his ſubſtance, nay almoſt every thing, 
except a good conſcience, to obtain peace. If my going 
barefoot to Paris, and kneeling before the Preſident of the 
Convention, would be a means of procuring a laſting peace; 
J ſay, if I was able, and refuſed doing it, I ſhould deſerve 
to ſuffer all the evils, that war, and poverty, and diſtreſs of 
every kind, could bring upon me; nay, even the moſt ig- 
nominious death! But to ſet my hand to a paper, petitions 
ing our Government to make peace, when I am convinced in 
my own judgment, it is not in their power to do it; nay, 
when I have great reaſon to believe that this ſcheme is ſet 
on foot, and propagated, by artful ſeditious men, with 3 
view of cloggipg the wheels of Government, and involving 
us in a war, ten times more diſtreſſing than at preſent 3 [ 
ought 
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ovght ſooner to part with my right hand, than employ” It 
for * a purpoſe. N 


But this plauſible idea of Reform, has been ſo very artful- 
ly managed, and ſpread abroad in the world, that thou- 
ſands of worthy undefigning men have been caught by this 
ſnare of the Devil. It is certainly much to be defired that 
there was a reform in all ranks of people; but who is ſuf- 
ficient for this great work? None but Gop himſelf, He 
can, if he ſees fit, cauſe a“ Nation to be born in a 
day:“ But till infinite Wiſdom ſees proper to do this, we 
ought to ſubmit, and not arrogantly / attempt to take the 
work out of his Hand. If, according to our limited pow- 
er, we can in any meaſure, be a means of reforming any 
evil, either in ourſelves, - or any individual; let us endea- 
your to do it in the meekneſs of wiſdom, but not throw the 


whole into confuſion, ſet the world on fire, and expect a 
Phcenix to riſe out of its aſhes. 


Surely, if I ſee any improvement can be made in my 
houſe, barns or ſtables ; or that I wiſh anyalteration there- 
in; ſhould J be eſteemed a wiſe man to ſet fire to them 
and burn them down to the ground, that J might have an 
opportunity of building them quite new in a different form? 
The late improvements in agriculture are likely to be of 
great uſe to the world ; and had many of thoſe improve- 
ments been known at the time my farm was firſt drained, 
incloſed and planted with trees and fences, it might have 
been done at leſs expence, and to greater adyantage than it 
now is. But I ſhould certainly be eſteemed a mad-man, 
were I now to fill up all the drains and ditches, to ſtub up 
all the plantations and fences, and reduce it to the ſtate it 
was in a century ago, in order to lay it out, drain, and 
plant it afreſh, according to the preſent modern ſyſtem of 
management: Juſt as abſurd would we be, in a national 
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view, to level our preſent happy conſtitution and govern, 
ment, in hopes of producing a better, to thoſe who may 
inhabit this Iſland, when we and our childrens children 
are gone into Eternity. 

After all, there is no end in combating every falſe argy. 
ment theſe deſigning men can raiſe to overthrow our happy 
Conſtitution and Government. Were we to confute z 
thouſand of thoſe erroneous notions, which they have ſo in- 
duſtriouſly propagated, their ingenuity and malice would 
Invent ten thouſand times ten thouſand more z and there 
are always people weak enough to ſwallow their pilded 
bait, I can only once again admoniſh you to flee the com. 
| pany of theſe men; leſt you be a partaker of their guilt 
and ſuffer the ſame condemnation. I ſay, let them alone; 
go quietly about your own buſineſs: follow peace with all 
men: remember what you have been taught from your 
infancy; to ſubmit yourſelf in every thing lawful to al 
your Governors, &c.. In ſhort, labour to be a Chriſtian; 
not in name only, but in deed and in truth; and then | 
am ſure there will be no need that I ſhould multiply words 
to inculcate upon you this e Chriſtian Doctrine: 
Fear God, honor the King.“ 


1 am your affectionate Father, 
G. B. 
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